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CREATING A FARM PLAN TO DRIVE SUCCESS

By Melvin Fisher

Hello to All!

Welcome, once again. It’s hard to believe, but autumn
is here already and before we know it, another year will
be drawing to a close.

| personally look forward to winter—it’s a great time to
sit down with some books, go to conferences, and to
grow as a person. It’s also a time to reflect upon the past
season and draw up a plan for the upcoming one.

CREATING A FARM PLAN

What do you really want for your farm? What do you
want yields to look like? What are the barriers to those
types of yields? How are you going to resolve them?

These are the types of questions that can be evaluat-
ed and then addressed in a Farm Plan.

Most exceptionally successful farmers have a good
plan in place. | can assure you; it makes a difference to
sit down and discuss what you really want and how you
are going to achieve those goals.

OFFERING CONSULTATION MEETINGS
To help you create this farm plan, we are now offering
Consultation Meetings for our dedicated growers. This is

something that we have experimented with the last sev-
eral years and have found it to be very useful to both us
and the customer. It has driven success for the farmer. It
promotes proactive management, rather than reactive
management. Basically, what we do is give you another
perspective of what you need to do, to go from your cur-
rent yield to what you would like to achieve.

A trend that | noticed after we implemented these
Consultation Meetings with these growers is that they put
more emphasis on fall soil corrective applications, rather
than being as reactive in the spring, taking a soil test, and
then putting on a fertilizer application. These growers still
use some fertilizers in the spring, but choose to apply the
soil correction applications in the fall to help them im-
prove their soils while there is no cash crop growing. And
it helped tremendously.

If you are interested in this free Consultation Meeting
this October or November, call your consultant and ask
him to send the Consultation Meeting Packet.

THE BENEFIT OF PREPAY DISCOUNTS
Another trend is that these proactive growers then

SAVE ON SOIL IMPROVEMENTS

5% Discount October 1st through 14th

IMPROVE YOUR SOILS!

Learn more about how
these applications can im-
prove your soil health and
farm profitability — read
the article on page three in
this newsletter.

Applies to the following:
e Rejuvenate / Root Primer
e BioQuest Foundation
e EnSoil Algae
 High Energy Fish
e Aeromaster Humus Compost
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CREATING A FARM PLAN, cont.

prepay a lot of their expenses for the following growing
season, which allows them to be even more profitable.

Most farmers should prepay—they just don’t know it
yet. Here’s how it works:

Let’s say you have the option of prepaying $10,000 to-
ward a fertilizer order, at a 10% discount. But you’re ques-
tioning if it’s worth it, since your Line of Credit is at 10%
interest. If you were to do this, you would have to pay the
fertilizer by December 15th, rather than purchasing it
March 15th and paying for it by April 15. Let’s see how this
would play out in real life:

Prepaid Fertilizer Order: $10,000.00
10% prepay discount: $1000.00
Total Cost: $9000.00

$9000.00 loan from Line of Credit.

x 3.33% interest (total for four months)
=$299.70 in interest.

Total cost: $9299.70

$10,000.00 fertilizer value, minus $9299.70 cost =
$700.30 profit by prepaying using the Line of Credit.

Now how does this work? How did | come up with
3.33% interest when your LOC interest is 10%? Its be-
cause 10% is the annual charge, not monthly—and you
only need the funds for four months longer than if you paid
it out of pocket. So, 10% divided by 12 months = .833%
interest per month, or 3.33% for 4 months.

As you can see, a LOC can be very helpful and make
you more profitable. However, the potential downside is
when someone doesn’t know how to handle money that is
in the bank account. In that case, you might be better off
not having the LOC, and prepaying only when you have
the funds in your account.

In closing, | hope that this was helpful for all of you and |
wish all of you the best of success, now and in the future.

Be well.
&

Thank-you!

SAVE ON FERTILIZER

Prepay discounts available December 1st through 12th

10% Discount

e Place an actual order (in person or by
phone) for delivery between January 1 and
February 28, 2026. (Dry Blends to spread
can wait up to May 15).

e We give you an exact dollar amount, with a
10% discount, plus free shipping for all
orders on our normal delivery route.

e Payment must be mailed by December 17.

Please note: if you need recommendations
before placing an order, please contact us
ASAP so they are ready for you in time.

Order changes after payment is received are
subject to a $50 charge per order.

\ J/

KEYSTONE BIO-AG, LLC  717-334-2115

7% Discount

Want to prepay your fertilizer,
but don’t know what you need?

e Send any amount as a credit toward your
account.

e Order Product in 2026 and have it deliv-
ered as needed. Shipping costs may apply.

o Get a 7% discount on future orders until all
credit on your account is used up.

e Payment must be mailed by December 17.

A 5% discount is available on
prepay credit mailed by January 28.

\. J/
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NEW PRODUCTS

D.L.Y. SOIL TEST KIT

Want to learn more about your soil?
This affordable, easy-to-use kit allows
you to accurately take your own soil
samples, whenever you need them.
Note: Soil Test Kits do NOT include the
actual testing cost—you’ll be billed for
that once you receive your report.

* Soil Test Starter Kit—Economy:
Includes 12” stainless steel soil probe,
10 soil bags, 5 lab worksheets, and in-
structions. FREE shipping. $59.16

* Soil Test Starter Kit—Professional:
Includes 36” stainless steel soil probe,
with step and replacement screw-on
tip, 25 soil bags, 5 lab worksheets, and
instructions. FREE shipping. $243.35

* Soil Test Refill Kit—Small:
Includes instructions, 10 soil bags, and
5 worksheets. FREE shipping. $23.97

* Soil Test Refill Kit—Large:
Includes instructions, 50 soil bags, and
5 worksheets. FREE shipping. $31.63

POTTIN IL

An economical, organic potting soil
that has an extended nutrient charge.
Formulated for heavy feeding crops.
Available in 2 cubic feet bags, loose
filled. Currently $12.99 per bag.

BIOQUEST PIT ENHANCER

A blend of beneficial microbes specifi-
cally designed to improve breakdown
of animal manure in the pit. Apply
monthly at a rate of 1/2 1b. per 120,000
gallons manure.

e 51b. container: $149.99
e 20 lb. container: $558.44

JUMPSTART SOIL REGENERATION

By Melvin Fisher

Fall is one of the best times to jumpstart soil regeneration.
From now through next spring, most of these soils will not be
disturbed, making it a perfect time to rebuild soil biology.

Don’t all of us want healthy soil? We recognize that healthy
soil gives us better returns, and helps us grow better crops. It
is ultimately soil biology that drives soil health and that im-
proves the health and nutrient density in the crops that we
grow. Which leads us to the question: how can we increase
soil biology? How can we jumpstart soil regeneration?

The answer is that microbes have four very basic needs,
and when these are met, they will rapidly multiply and repro-
duce. Microbes do not have babies — instead, they divide. One
into two, two into four, four into eight, etc. So they can multi-
ply very quickly when their needs are met. Their four basics
needs are:

e Oxygen
e Water
e Food

e Good environment

Cover crops are a huge piece of this equation, when you
stop to think about it. Cover crops that have good roots will
help get oxygen into the soil. And while the cover crop does
use water, it also conserves water from the perspective of
avoiding evaporation. But perhaps more importantly, cover
crops photosynthesize — and this is how the sugars and car-
bohydrates are produced that are the food source for these
microbes.

Cover crops are very important for regenerating soil.

But soil primers can greatly speed up the process.

Think of it this way: when you use multiple tools to regener-
ate your soil, it has a compounding effect where you get a
better response faster. When you combine cover crops with
foliar sprays for the cover crop, and/or soil primers, it makes
the cover crop more effective. The cover crop makes more
sugars in the same amount of time, which can dramatically
increase the amount of biological activity in the soil.

Here's how it works: all good soil primers contain a food
source to feed the microbes. Usually, this ingredient is a form
of molasses. This feeds the microbes so that they can now
digest and release more minerals, which means more nutri-
ents for the cover crop, which means higher brix, which
means more sugars for the microbes. This can go on to have
very beneficial and compounding effect on soil health.

Our approach is to use Rejuvenate — which contains com-
plex carbohydrates, liquid humates, and other powerful com-
pounds that benefit and feed soil biology — along with
BioQuest Foundation, which is a powerful microbial inoculant.
With BioQuest Foundation, not only are you feeding microbes,
you are actually adding billions of microbes to your soil.

In situations where the soil is very degraded, or where
there are high expectations from crops, we also find it benefi-
cial to add High Energy Fish and EnSoil Algae. Why? High
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It’s still not too late to get a soil test
taken—helpful for understanding
and managing nutrient availability.
It provides data on nutrient levels,
pH, organic matter, and other fac-
tors that affect plant growth and soil
health. Contact your consultant to-
day to request one, or purchase a do
-it-yourself sampling kit. You can
only manage what you measure.

Please contact us if you no longer wish to receive our newsletter. Thank-you!

SOIL REGENERATION, cont.

Energy Fish, with its very high volatile fatty acid content,
feeds soil fungi like few things on the market. This is be-
cause bacteria do not digest fat. When plants become so
healthy that they start exuding fats instead of just sugars,
it has the effect of rapidly building and feeding mycorrhi-
zae fungi in the soil. High Energy Fish helps you speed
up that process because of its high fatty acid content.
EnSoil Algae is used to re-inoculate algae back into the
soil ecosystem, which speeds up sugar production and
mineral breakdown.

So what does this look like in actual practice?

Our recommendation is to apply the soil primer to a
living crop whenever possible, since the primer and crop
benefit each other. In the case of cover crops, we would
wait till it is 1-2 inches in height. Rejuvenate application
rates vary depending on context and soil pH. Typically,
the higher the soil pH, the more Rejuvenate it will take to
achieve the same result. General application rates are 1-
4 gallons per acre. Foundation is applied at 1 pound per
acre, but can be used at lower rates if needed to fit a
budget. Either way, it is recommended to apply when
there is enough moisture in the ground, and ideally just
before a light rain.

The application rate for High Energy Fish is usually 2-4
quarts per acre, while the EnSoil Algae is only 8 ounces.
Ask you consultant which you should be using.

For soils that are really out of balance, we recommend
applying soil amendments in the fall. Usually, we start with
Humus Compost, since it has the ability to expand the soil
and rearrange the minerals so that they are not tied up. In
addition, the humus protein helps satisfy the microbes so that
the ones that are needed in the moment can work better.

With the Humus, we also generally apply elemental sulfur
or gypsum if needed to correct high magnesium levels or
release nutrients in constipated soils.

These types of applications are almost always helpful for
jumpstarting the biological nutrient delivery ecosystem. It is
almost a necessity in cases where you are transitioning from
chemical farming to biological farming, because oftentimes,
the chemical residue in the soil is still hindering the biology
from rapid regeneration. | like to say that you really should
choose if you want to have a nutrient delivery system based
on chemistry or biology. In cases where chemicals were
used very heavily, it may be beneficial to use add OP-8 to the
Rejuvenate application, to help remove these hydrocarbons.

The primary goals of all these applications is to improve
soil structure, improve nutrient release, feed and inoculate
soil biology, increase residue digestion and minimize disease
carryover, and encourage rooting potential.

Your soil works hard for you and now it the time to give
back. The better you take care of it, the better it will take care
of you. Thank-you! *



